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It was about 1890 when the Churchill
family visited friends who had a large
house and a swimming pool. The chil-
dren went for a swim, and one of them -
Winston Churchill - began to drown in
the pool. The others screamed for help.
Into the pool jumped the son of the gar-
dener of the house, and he rescued the
lad. Winston Churchill’s parents were so
grateful to the gardener’s lad that they
asked his parents what they might do
for him in return. “He wants to be a doc-
tor,” they said.

The Churchills agreed to pay his way
through college so that he could train as
a doctor. He would became world-fa-
mous as Sir Alexander Fleming, the per-
son who discovered penicillin.

In 1943, at the height of the Second
World War, Winston Churchill - who, by
then, was the British Prime Minister - met
with President Roosevelt of the United
States and Soviet leader Joseph Stalin.
After the meeting, Winston Churchill was
struck down with pneumonia, which was
likely to kill him. King George VI (the
sixth) insisted that the best doctor in the
country look after him, and so Dr Alex-
ander Fleming - the same person who
had rescued Churchill from drowning as
a boy - now treated him for his life-threat-
ening pneumonia.

Churchill said to Fleming: “Rarely has one
man owed his life twice to the same res-
cuer.”

Today is the anniversary of the death of
Alexander Fleming - 11th March 1955.

6 Let’s reflect and pray:

I shall pass through this world but once.
Therefore, any good that I can do,
any kind act that I can perform
for any fellow-creature,
let me do it now.
Let me not delay or omit it,
for I shall not pass this way again.
(attributed to Stephen Grellet)
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