Whilst his brother, John F Kennedy, was
President of the United States, Robert
Kennedy became Attorney-General, the
government chief law officer. One of the
great problems of the time was prejudice
and discrimination against people who
were not white. Robert Kennedy and his
brother (the President) had worked to-
gether with Martin Luther King (a black
leader) to get Civil Rights laws passed by
the United States Congress and Senate.

Both President John Kennedy and Mar-
tin Luther King were assassinated. On
this day in 1968, Robert Kennedy was
shot as he was campaigning to become
President himself. He died the following
day, aged 42. His murder depressed the
hopes of many people.

Two months before his own death,
Robert Kennedy spoke the following
words after the assassination of Martin
Luther King:

“What we need... is not division.
What we need. .. is not hatred.

What we need. ..

is not violence and lawlessness,

but love and wisdom and compassion
toward one another,

and a feeling of justice

toward those who still suffer...”

Let us pray, using words based on that
speech of Robert Kennedy:

Lord, we pray
that we may not be people
of hatred or violence or lawlessness,
but people of love and wisdom
and compassion towards one another,
having a sense of justice
towards all who suffer.
These things that we pray for
give us your grace to work for.
Amen.

59



This is an excerpt from the page of this date in
‘Praying Each Day of the Year,

a 3-volume book
by Nicholas Hutchinson, FSC.

For details:
http://www.matthew-james.co.uk/

Could make use of a search engine
to research this topic further.

This material is part of

the prayer and education website
of the De La Salle Brothers

in Great Britain:
www.prayingeachday.org




